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The Rev. Mr.G.Tesxwent's Account of the Revival ¢/ 
Religion in Penniyivania bec. finifhed. 
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4 N fome Places of this Province forme Years aro, part 
= ] in Nottingham, Fogr- Manor, Vobitelacreeh, Nebarcom 
" eljewhere, there have beet eccral Lamentat pon 
» the Time of Preaching, that theSpeake:'s\ has been a ; 
be drowned with theCria of the DD: frei cd, even after they have 
. been entreated again and again to reftrain themiclves ; yea 
ly and fometimes when the Speaker st na loo/pelSirain, 
M4 divers Perfons in fome Place in thus Prewince have fallen dow 
* to the Ground, in the Time of Sermon, as tho’ they w 
. ftabb’d with aSword « and what tho’ forme have jolt Li 
orefiions, and relapfed into their fordid | ties 5 1 
no more than what the Scriptus niorm 1 happen in 
‘. the Mpoflelich Times > yet it 1s well known tha ny 
4 » far as we are capable of judging byM . b AViact 
have been broughttoa fou Convert 
' L thonk, it needicls here to offer a R tot f 
' Ospefers, which are as numerous as 
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D:ar Sir, I did not think,when I began to write , to off. 
any more than our prefutery Attefation 5 but being urged 
meation fomething of what I nad feen and heard, and Bnd 
a Pleafure in the Su! bje&t, I have added (with ‘the ftrié 
Regard to Truth and S.berne/s) thefe few hafty Hints cop. 
cerning fome Alatters of Fe& whch I know to be true. 
and thall leave to your own Difcietion to do with dee 
you fhall fee meet. 
I am, Sir, Your’s &c. 
Gilbert Tennent, 





An Account of the Revival of Religion at Freehold ani 
other Places in the Province of New-Jersey, ina 
Letter from the Rev) Mr. William Tennent, Minyi.r 
of the Gojpel, to the Reverend Mr.Prince. 


Freehold, O€tcb. 11th 1744. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

Delire to notice thankfully,the late richDifplay of our glo- 

rious EMANUEL’s Grace, in fubduing by his Word ani 
Spirit Mulsitudes of Sinners to himfelf, both in this and of/vr 
Lands. O may he go on conque ig and to conquer,: unt! 
he has fubdued all Things unto himielf ! 

Neither can I think but that the writing of a Lfifory ci 
the great Things our Lor p has done among us, has a Ter- 
dency to, and will by the blefling of Gop upon it, excite 
Generations yet unborn to praife his glorious Name, and 
thereby his Honour will be advanced, and his Triumphs ia- 
creafed ! 

Mott gladiy therefore do I comply with your Requeft, an! 
herewith fend fuch an Account as I can, of what the Loro 
has done among us. 

But herein as I muft be very general, having never mace 
any Memorandums in Writing of the Lorp’s Work here ; 
fo I truft I Shall be ftriétly true, for the Lorp hates a falé 
Witnefs. 

This Place lies Southwef from New-York, and is diftant 
from it about fifty A/iles. It was the firf in theEasT- JeR- 

SEY, on the We/ Side of Rariton River, which was fettled 
with a Copel Miniftry. ‘This was owing under Gop to 
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the Azency of fome San People, that came to it: among 
ym there was none % painfulin thie blefled Undersaktng 


Vv 

. one Walter Ker; who im the Year 1685, for his faithful 

— . ‘ Ons . . 5 

and confcientions Adhererice to Gop and hie Truth. as 
fefled by the Church of pry was there apprehended, 


and fent into this Country, under a Sentence of perpetual 
Banifbment. By which it appears that the Devil and his oth 
firuments, loft their Aim in fending hm from Home ; where 
its unlikely he could ever have been fo ferv ceable to 
Curist’s Kingdom, as he has been here. He is vet alive ; 
and bleffed be Gon, he is flourifhing in his qld Age, being 
in his 88th Year. 

But to return; the publick Means of Grace d fpenfed 
here, were at firft for a Seafon, too — like a mifcgrying 
Womb and dry Breafts; fo that the: r Part of the Con- 
gregation could not be faid to re re fon much as a Name to 
live. Family Prayer was un ae s’d by all, a very few ex- 
cepted ; Ignorance fo pate dowed their Minds, that the 
Do@rine of the new Birth when clea arly explaimed,and power- 
fully press’ upon theni, as abfolutely neceflary to Salvation, 
(by that faithful Preacher of Gon’s Word Mr. Theodorus 
“Facobus Frelinghou/ a, a Low Datch Minifter;*and /ome other 
Englifh Minitters who were occafionally here,) was made a 
common Game of ; fo that not only the Preachers but Pre- 


feJers of that Truth were called in Derifion Nix Pp re. and 


« 


k’d upon as holders forth of fome mewand fil/ oe Prine. 


And indeed their Praéice was as bad as their Pr; s, Viz. 
Loofe and Prophane. 

In the Year 1729 their Minifter removed from them, and 
they were fogrievoufly divided among themfelves, that it ap- 
peared impr obab! le, they would ever agree in the Sertleme.e 


of enaciiee. In this miferable helplefs and almoft hopelefs 
Condition they lay ; and few among them had cither yes to 
fee, orHearts to bewail their woful wretched Circumf@anc 
Mhus they feem’d to be caft out as the Prophet Ezechic! repre 
fents it, in the 16th Chap. of his Book and the sth Jer; 


Bat the Lorn who is rich in Mercy, of his unexpected and 
unmerited Love paffed by themding in their Blo: d, and faid 
unto many of them fince that Dar, Lie ; and l.ve they fhall 


to a!! Erern'ty. 
About this Time my dear Brother Jahn (who is*now with 
Je 5 Us) ws licens’d asa Candid te for the facred Min itr 
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a Youth whom the AuTHOR of every goodGift had uncom. 
monly furnifhed for that important Truft. To him Applica. 
tion was made by fome of the Congregation, intreating that 
he would fupply them for a Time: To which (with the 
Leave of the Pre/bytery) he confented. But ere he went, he 
often told me, that he was heartily forry he had engaged to go 
among them ; for it feemed to him that they were a Peopie 
whom Gop had given up for their Abufe of the Gofpel. But 
the Lorp’s Thoughts are not our Thoughts, ner his Ways 
our Ways: For when he had preaches four or five Sabbaths 
in the Place, (which was the whole Time he tarried among 
them at firft) the Lorn fo blefied his Labours, ingaging 
People to attend to the Things which were fpoken, and in 
ftirring them up to /rarch the Scriptures, whether thefeThings 
were fo or not, and withall enabling htm to preach to them 
with fuch uncommon Freedom and Earneftnefs ;_ that he told 
me he was fully perfuaded, Curist Jesus had a large Har- 
velt to bring home there ; fo that tho’ they were a poor bro- 
ken Peopie, yet if they call’d him he would fettle among 
them, albeit he fhould be put to beg his Bread by fo doing, 
April the 15th. 1730c. the Congregation unanimoufly cali’d 
him ; which he accepting of, was ordained the 1gth of No 
vember following, and continued with them until Apri/ 234. 
1732, and was then tranflated to Glory. 

During bis fhort Time, his Labours were greatly bleffed ; 
fo that the Place of public Worfhip was ufually crouded with 
People of all Ranks and Orders, as well as Profeffiors that 
obtain’d in that Part of the Country, and they feem’d to hear 
generally as for their Lives: yea, fuch as were won’t to go 
to thofe Places for their Diverfion, viz. To hear Mews or 
fpeak to their Trades-Men, &c. even on the Lord’s- Day, as 
they themfelves have fince confefs’d, were taken in the Get- 
pel Net: a folemn Awe of Gop’s Ma’e'ty pofleffed many, 
fo that they behav’d themfelves as at his Bar while in his 
Houfe. Many Tears were ufually fhed, when he preached, 
and fometimes the Body of the Congregation was mov’d or 
affe&ted. 1 can fay, and let the Lor p alone have the Glory 
of it, that I have feen both Miniffer and People wet with theit 
Tears as with a bedewingRain. It was no uncommonT hing 
to fee Perfons in the Time of Hearing, /obding as if theirHearts 
would break, but without any public Out-cry ; and fome 
have been carry’d cut of the Aflembly (being overcome) as 
if they had been dead.--- Religion 
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Religion was then the general Subject of Difcourfe, tho’ 
they did not all approve of the Power of it : the baly Bible was 
fearched by People on both Sides of the Queftion, and Know- 
ledge furprizingly increafed ! The Terror of Gop fell ge- 
n rally upon the Inhabitants of this Pla e; fo that Wicked- 
nefs as afhamed in a great Meafure hid it felf ; Frolicking, 
Dancing, Horfe-racing, with other profane Mectings were 
broken up. 

Some of the jollyCompanions of bothSexes, were conftrain- 
ed by their Confciences to meet together, the Men by them- 
felyes,and the Women by themfelves, to confefs privately their 
Abominations before Gon, and beg the Pardon of them. 

Before my Brether’s Death, by*®Reafon of his bodily Weak- 
nefs, and Inability on that Account to officiate publickly, I 
preached here about fix Months. In which Time, many came 
enquiring what they fosuld do te be faved, and fome to tell what 
the Lorn had done for their Souls. But the Bleifing on his 
Labours to the Conviction andConverfion of Souls, was more 
difcernible fome Months after his Death, than any ‘Time in 
his Life ; almoft in every Neighbourhood, I cannot fay in 
every Houfe, there were Sin fick Souls, longing for and feek- 
ing after the dear Phyfician JesusCurisT : feveral of whom 
Ino Ways doubt have fince that Time fincerely clofed with 
him, and are healed: Glory, Glory to his holy Name be 
given for ever and ever, Amen / 

Sometime after my Brother’s Deceafe, the Congregation 
called me to labour among them ftatedly : which I accepted 
and was ordained, OJtober the 25th. 1733. Thus my Lorp 
fent me to reap that on which I had beftowed but little La- 
bour : May thisConfideration be bleffed to make me thankful 
and humble while I live. 

I muft further declare to the Honour of Gon, that he has 
not yet left us, altho’ awfully provok’d by our cryingCrimes ; 
but ever fince that more remarkableOut-pouring of his Spirit 
has continued to blefs his ownOrdinances, to the Conviction, 
Converfion and Confolation of precious Souls: fo that every 
Var, fome, more or lefs, have been in a Judgment of Charity 
added (favingly) to his myftical Body : To his holy Name 
be ali the Glory. Inthe mean Time, I would have it ob- 
ferv’d, that two or three Years la/? paft, have afforded fewer 
Infances of this kind than formerly. However thro’ Grace 

fome 
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fome have been Jately awakened who are even now feeking 
Jesus forrowing. 

What the Number is of thofe who have tafted the fweee 
Fruits of theREDEEMER’sPurchafe in a favingManner, inthis 
Congregation, I cannot tell : It is my Comfort that theLorp 
will reckon them ;- for he knows who are his: and indeed 
none but the omnifcient Gop is equal to the difficult Pro- 
vince of determining certainly concerning the internal States 
of Men. Yet I may be bold to fay, that to all Appearance, 
both Old and Young, Males and Females, have been renew- 
ed ; tho’ none fo young as I have heard of in fome other 
Places. Some Negroes | truft are made free in CuRIsT; 
and more feem to be unfeignefly feeking after it. 

But after all that the Lorn has been pleafed to do among 
us, I am perfuaded that the greater Number by far, are yet in 
the Gall of Bitterne/s and Bond of Iniquity. This makes me 
fometimes ready to with, that I had in the Wildernefs theLodg- 
ing-Place of a Wayfaring-Man, that I might leave my Peo- 
ple and go from them ; or rather that myHead were Waters, 
and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day 
and Night for them ! 

Such as have been converted were every of them prepared 
for it by afharp Law-Work of Conviéion, difcovering to them 
int a Heart-affe€ting Manner, their Sinfulne/s both by Nature 
and Pra@ife, as wellas their LiablenefS§ to Damnation for 
their orginal and aual Tranfgreffions. Neither could they 
fee any Way in themfelves by which they could efcape the 
divine Vengeance ; for that their whole Life paft was not 
only a continued At of Rebellion againftGon, but their pre- 
fent Endeavours to better it, fuch as Prayers, &¢. were fo 
imperfect, that they could not endure them, and much lef 
t“cy concluded would a holy Gon. They all confefs’d the 
‘Puftice of Gon in their eternal Perdition ; and thus have 
beech fhut up to the bleffed Neceffity of feeking Reliet by 
Faith n Curis? alone. 

Tt wou'd be endlefs to mention the Evi/s they complained 
of ; viz. Ignorance, Unbelief, Hardne/s of Heart, Hatred a- 
gainft Gop, his Laws, and People, Wordhne/s, Wandrings of 
Heart in Daty, Pride, Senfuality, Sloth, &c. 

With what Grief, Shame and Self-loathing have I heard 
them bewail their Zo/s of Time and Negleé? of the greatGofpel 
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Thofe that were Communicants before their Awakening, 
pave with Trembling declar’d that their unworthy Partaking 
grieved them more then any Thing ever they did ; for hereby 
they had as it were murdered the Lorn. ; 

It’s almoft incredible to relate, the Indignatian that fuch a- 
wakned Sinners exprefs’d againft them/elves, on the Account 
of their Susfulnefs. “hey look’d upon themfelves to be meer 
Afonjters of Nature, and that none were worfe if any fo bad. 
Others fignified that they could not find their Pi€tures out of 
Helland that they were juft fit Companions for the Damned, 
and none elfe. ’ 

Let it be here noted, that fome who have exprefs’d them- 
felves in the Manner I have mentioned, were before taten fir 
Believers both by themfclves and ethers, being fober and re- 
gular in their Walk. 

The Sorrows of the convinced, were not all alike, either 
in Degree or Continuance. 

Some have not tho’t it poffible, for them to be faved, ir 
Gop would vindicate the Honour of his Juftice: But thefe 
Tho’ts continued not long ata Time, bletied be Gon. 

Ochers tho’t it was poflible, but not very probable, becaufe 
of their Vilenefs. 

The greate/? Degree of Hope which any had, under a Con- 
viction that iflued well, was a maybe; ‘ Peradventure, or 
© may be GOD will have Mercy on me,’ faid the Sinner. 

Some in coming to Jesus have been much rent with 4/a/- 
phemous and other horrible Temptations, which have turn’d 
their Moifture into the Drought of Summer ; whonow thro’ 
pure Grace ferve Gop, without fuch Diftractions, in Glad- 
nefs and Singlenefs of Heart. 

The Conviétion of fome has been Jnflantanious ; by the 
Hoty Spirit’s applying.the Law to the Confcience, and 
d.fcovering to the Eye of the Underftanding, as it were all 
their Heart-Deceits very {fpeedily ; by which they have been 
{tabbed as with a Sword. 

But the Conviétion of others, has been in a more progre/five 
Way. They have had difcovered to them one Abomination 
after another in Life ; and from thence were led to behold 
the Fountain of all Corruption in the Aart ; and thus they 
were Conftrain’d to defpair of Life by theLaw,and confequent- 
ly to flee to Jesus as the only Door of Hope, and fo reft in- 
tirely on bis Merit for Salvation. 
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Afeer the aforefaid forrowfulExercifes, fuch as were recon- 
ciled to Gop, have been blefied with the Spirit of Adz 
tion, enabling them tocry, ABBA FATHER. But fome have 
had greater Degrees of Confolation than others, in Proportion tg 
the Clearnefi of the Evidences of their Sonfip. 

The Lorp has drawn fome out of the horrible Pit of Dir. 
trefs and Darknefs, and brought them into the Light of bi; 
Countenance. He has fill’d their Hearts with Joy, and their 
Mouths with Praifes; yea, given them the full Afuran: 
of Faith. 

Others have been bro’t to Peace in believing ; but have not 
had fo great a Plerophory of Joy: Yet they go on ina religi. 
ous Courfe, trufting in the Lorp. 

The Way they have been comforted is either by the Applica- 
tion of fome particular Promi/e of Holy Scripture, or by a Sou!- 
affecting View of the Way of Salvation by Curis7, as free 
without Money and without Price: They were enabled to 
behold the valuable Mercies of the Covenant of Grace, frecly 
tendered to the vileft Tranfgreflors, that were poor in their 
own Eyes, fin-fick, weary, and wounded, together with the 
Ability and Willingnefs of the Lorn Jesus to relieve them 
from all the Evils, they either feard or felt. With this Way 
of Salvation their Souls were well pleafed, and thereupon have 
ventured their Cafe into his Hands, expecting Help from him 
only ; who has given them both Peace and Reft, yea filled 
fome of them with Joy unfpeakable and full of Glory. I re- 
member not of any that receiv’d their firft Comforts other- 
wife. Some few have retained their Confidence in Gop 
everfince, without any confiderable Queftionings of their 
State, altho’ they have not always tafted the Comforts of it. 


(To be finifo’d in cur next. ) 
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N.B. In the laft Paper, Line laft but one, infiead of next 
Morning, réad nextEvening. Soon after which,as we are fince 
inform’d, Mr. Whitefield fell dangeroufly ill a fecond Time, 
and fo continued ’till Saturday Night, when he began to re 
vive and is now in a hopeful Way of Recovery. 
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